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 Art galleries have always been my happy place and I make a point to visit them 

 whenever I get a chance, so it wasn’t unusual for my husband, Milê, and I to find 

 ourselves at the Art Gallery of Ontario on a crisp fall day in 2013. There were two great 

 exhibitions happening and we only had time to see one. It was either Chinese artist, Ai 

 Weiwei, or a show about musician David Bowie. 

 We were torn but decided to see Ai Weiwei and the show did not disappoint. 

 Afterwards, we were in the lobby and just about to leave when I noticed a lifesized 

 sculpture of Ai Weiwei made entirely out of cardboard. So, as an artist myself, I do a lot 

 of work with cardboard and this sculpture was incredible. 

 I asked Milê to take a photo of me standing with it. I didn’t have a phone so I handed 

 him my iPad and posed in front of the sculpture. He was about to take the photo when a 

 small group of people walked between us, one of the men, wearing a mustache and a 

 sharp suit, asked Milê if he would like to get in the photo with me. Milê said “O-kay…” 

 and handed over the iPad and I noticed he had this funny expression on his face as he 

 came and stood beside me. 

 I asked the man, ‘did he know how the iPad worked?’ After all, they’d only been on the 

 market a few years at that point and Milê turns to me and said “He’s been to space”. 

 That was the moment I realized that the man taking our photo was Colonel Chris 

 Hadfield. 

 The astronaut snapped the photo of us wearing our best stunned expressions, handed 

 the iPad back, and we thanked him as he rejoined his entourage and walked away. We 

 were so shocked that we hadn’t even thought to ask if we could get our photo taken 

 with  him so all we have now is a funny story and a picture of the two of us, taken by a 

 man who has taken photos of planet Earth. 


