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 Last April, there was this one day when I was trying to study for exams and preparing 

 some document for a tax clinic at my school when I was just bored out of my mind. 

 Everything was in lockdown at that point and I was only seeing my roommates and 

 basically, just spending a lot of time in my room the entire time because everything was 

 closed down outside. 

 So, as soon as it got warm enough, I was digging through the closet and found my 

 roommate’s penny board that she never used. It was a really cheap piece of plastic, she 

 got a knockoff from winners for less than fifty bucks, and I decided to watch a youtube 

 video on how you ride a penny board and tried it out immediately because I always 

 loved riding a scooter when I was younger and I felt like a penny board was basically a 

 scooter without the handlebars. 

 And so, I was trying it out on my street and our street’s actually perfect for learning 

 because it goes on for about a mile, it’s very residential, not a lot of cars, and there’s a 

 lot of kids on our street too. So, when I was learning that day, I really felt like I finally got 

 to meet my neighbours because before that, when I was walking back and forth down 

 the street, no one would really say hi to me, but on that day a lot of the neighbours had 

 moms for watching their kids play, like, were commenting on how fun penny boarding 

 was, a lot of kids were talking to me. 

 This person from his balcony said that I was getting better and was reminiscing about 

 how he also used to penny board when he was young. Even when I ran into another guy 

 who was skateboarding, y’know, he gave me the thumbs-up sign so it just felt like 

 everyone was so much more friendly compared to when you’re kinda just walking home. 

 And so, when I moved to Toronto, I definitely loved it so much that I joined a 

 longboarding meetup for girls, and that’s where I met a great group of friends where we 

 all either longboard or pennyboard or skateboard and so I meet up with them almost 

 weekly to go to somewhere else, y’know, zoom through the city, grab food and just have 

 a good time and that friendship ended up turning into us doing pottery nights or them 

 doing movie nights and it definitely became a big part of my social life. 

 So I would say that penny boarding has really added so much joy to my life this year. It’s 

 hard not to have a good time when you’re outside with friends, breathing in fresh air, 



 getting some vitamin D and just being in nature. So, overall, it has just been a huge joy in 

 my life this year. 


